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for immediate release

Happy@60

Looking at each other, a photographer exchange

Sich gegenseitig anschauen – ein photographischer Austausch

In the framework of the 60th anniversary of diplomatic relations between Switzerland and the People’s Republic of China, the Embassy of Switzerland in Beijing initiated a photography project between the two countries. Chinese photographer Zhu Yinghao and Swiss photographer Petri de Pità were asked to portray the life of 60-years-old Chinese and Swiss citizens under the theme “Happiness”. 

The photographers, Zhu and de Pità spent three weeks around Bern-Interlaken and Beijing respectively, following the models they had chosen through networks or newspaper announcements and classified ads. The models welcomed the photographers into their home, and showed them their work, their family and pets, their hobby, and what makes them happy at the age of 60. 

The photographers decided to take a close-up portrait and a hobby/happy portrait for each model. The close-up portrait focuses on the face, the reality of time on a background of green leaves. The hobby portrait represent the model while practicing an activity that makes him/her happy. The photographs of each Chinese model are then put in a single frame together with photographs of a Swiss model side by side. This comparative mode highlights similarities more than differences, showing the union between two people from different cultures.

The photographers did not select the models based on the types of their hobby on purpose, that is what makes it more striking when one can still find similarities between the activities of two people that live apart on two different continents, between two countries and two cultures.

September 14th 1950 is the date Switzerland and the People’s Republic of China established diplomatic relations. The opening of the exhibition will take place on the same date, in 2010, at the same time, in both Switzerland (12h00) and China (6pm).  The Swiss location is Egdar Frei Private Gallery in Bern and the Chinese is M.R. Gallery in Beijing. A live Internet video broadcast will link the two galleries during the opening. Mr Zhu Yinghao will be present at the Swiss opening and Mr Petri de Pità will be present at the Chinese opening.

“Happy@60” is part of the art festival CULTURESCAPES happening in different cities of Switzerland from September to December 2010. For more information, please see: http://www.culturescapes.ch
The PHOTOGRAPHERS

Zhu Yinghao
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http://www.yinghaozhu.com
	Zhu was born in Zhejiang, China, in 1973. Seriously picking up photography 9 years ago, Zhu  has already managed to turn professional, with a portfolio that includes celebrities , top models and international companies, Zhu’s documentary editorials has been published on most of the tier-one magazines in the market, before transferring photography, Zhu worked as a Public Relation professional for several years.
"I take photography as a magic mirror, a path leading reality to fiction. Each photograph I took, is actually another self-portrait of myself,  I never imagined I could become a photographer, I am just fond of looking into a mirror."




Education

B.A of Arabic and English Literature

Beijing Language & Culture University

Photo experience

2006-2009

Free-Lance Photographer, focusing on portrait, reportage documentary, and fine art photography, became contracted photographer for some magazines like Vision and Voyage
2008

Traveled to 8 countries of the Middle East and spent 6 months there, for assisgnments of multi magazines and photography programme of personal interests

2007

Appointed private photographer for Tony Blair ‘s China visit

2005-2006

Editor& photographer, Prestige Magazine(fashion magazine)

2001-2002

Photographer & Journalist, Beijing Times Newspaper

Awards & Exhibition

2009

“Without Prejudice”, a solo exhibition of Middle East (to be held end of the year)

Won the title of “Top photographer” by “Chinese Photographer” Magazine(中国摄影家)

2008

“Iran & Monetary”, CAMP 3, group exhibition for young photographer of China

2006

Nominated by Pulitzer winner H. S Liu and became one of the 2 candidates from China area competing for Joop Swart Masterclass of World Press Photo.

Clients

Magazine :

Business Week, L’officiel, Madame Figaro, Surface, Voyage, Vision, Travel& Leisure, iLook, Trends Group, Prestige

Corporate :

Microsoft, Nokia, Apple, Shangari-La, Qatar Airline, British Telecom, Dentsu Incorporated Advertising (Beijing)

Petri de Pità

	[image: image2.jpg]



	Mr. Petri de Pità was born in Lausanne, Switzerland, in 1971.

Photography is a passion that he practiced for more than fifteen years. Considering that one just has to change its point of view to realise the beauty of all things, he likes to highlight the details of everyday life. It focuses on the photo report, with a predilection for unusual customs or those practiced by a small amount of people.




Education

Graduation in Litterature and Language

Certificate in electronic communication

Photo experience

1996-2009

Free-Lance Photographer (www.coquille.org), portrait, corporate and daily life documentary

2006

Jury member of the Humanity Photo Award in Shanghai, China

2003-2005

Official Photographer for the State Department of Culture Protection, Le Châble, Switzerland.

Creation of a photo database in architecture, arts and folklore.

1996-2006

Media Reporter for a humanitarian association (Sujeeva) helping orphans in Sri Lanka. Photo reports for the donors, video and website edition.

Exhibitions

2009

Kings of China and Queens of Switzerland, China Tour solo exhibition : Beijing, Xi An, Nanjing, Chendgu, Guangzhou, Shanghai, Jinan, Hanghzou.

2008

Kings of China and Queens of Switzerland, solo exhibition in Sembrancher, Switzerland

2008

No Deposit No Return, portrait of the artist Error! Contact not defined., in Beijing, China

2006

Swiss Cow Fight solo exhibition in Kaili, China

2006

Portrait exhibition in Ping-Yao, China

2005

www.coquille.org, Petri de Pità’s official website has more than 5000 thousand visits per month.

2003

Ethnic Tattoo photo exhibition, Musée de Bagnes, Switzerland. 

1999

Sri Lankan landscapes photo solo exhibition in La Pause gallery, Switzerland

1997

Sri Lankan portraits photo solo exhibition in La Pause gallery, Switzerland
Contact Information :

	Edgar Frei Private Gallery

Westrasse 16

CH-3005 Bern

Switzerland

Tel : +41 (0)31 352 91 58

Monday-Saturday: 14h30-18h30


	M.R. Gallery

No.D06, Mid Second Street 798 Art Zone, No.2 Jiuxianqiao Rd. Chaoyang District, Beijing, China 100015

地址：北京朝阳区酒仙桥路2号798艺术区中二街
Tel: +86 10 59789058

Tuesday-Sunday 10:30-18:00
http://www.mrgallery.com.cn/

	Zhu Yinghao : pigwing@gmail.com
+86 135 0128 1290

in Switzerland : + 41 79 679 50 32
	Petri de Pità : petri@coquille.org
+86 139 1095 6952

	Swiss Embassy

Ms. Gao Hang

Phone: 86-10-8532 8813

Email: hang.gao@eda.admin.ch

Swiss Embassy

Ms. Gao Hang

Phone: 86-10-8532 8813

Email: hang.gao@eda.admin.ch


	Swiss Embassy

Ms. Gao Hang

Phone: 86-10-8532 8813

Email: hang.gao@eda.admin.ch
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